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New York snowbirds redesigned 
their Miami Beach apartment to take 

advantage of the tropical lifestyle.

By Linda Marx

WHEN INTERIOR DESIGNER JENNIFER CORREDOR 
was asked to recreate a four-bedroom, six-bath condominium 
at The Bath Club in Miami Beach, she seized the opportunity 
to open the rooms and better utilize the vast ocean views.

In five months last year, the designer transformed a dark 
and closed 5,000-square-foot unit located on a high floor into 
a series of sweeping waterfront spaces and updated the well 
located apartment into a light and airy retreat for a sports-
loving family of five.

“They come down from New York every other weekend 
and wanted to make their waterfront home a series of grand 
open spaces,” says Corrredor, of the J. Design Group in Coral 
Gables, a firm specializing in modern and contemporary 
interiors. “Since many of the rooms face the ocean, it made 
sense to open and lighten up the home, taking advantage of 
the awesome views of the sea and the bay.”

The designer used 40 x 40 all white tile throughout the 
apartment as a clean base. This way, her sophisticated use of 
color would stand out and bring the outdoors in.

Light

Bright
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A contemporary canvas by Marta Salas, titled Aqua Sunset, reflects the colors of the sea. The airy Pedini Kitchen has an island 
constructed from slabs of Mint Chocolate with ebony inserts and three pendant Anta lamps from Luminaire.
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The close-knit family members—two parents 
and three boys in college—like to do things 
together. But there were situations to overcome 
in the process of modernizing and opening the 
space. When Corredor was briefed on their 
desires, nothing seemed too daunting. The 
confident designer was ready to delve in. For 
example, she fixed an area at the front door 
that was curved. “The wood was concave so I 
straightened it out,” she explains of a request from 
the clients. “It was an obstacle that I overcame as 
part of what I do in a redesign. I don’t consider it 
a difficult challenge. Improving what I see is part 
of the process.”

She also tackled the kitchen with gusto by 
demolishing a wall. The kitchen had formerly 
been enclosed, which was a waste of space and 
poor use of available waterfront ambience. To 
create a grand space linking the kitchen to the 

living room and dining room area, something 
had to go. Once the wall was yesterday’s news, 
she relocated the refrigerator and freezer (two 
separate appliances) to the other side of the room. 
This change was a natural functionality in the new 
open space. “By tearing out the wall, the family 
has a better view of the kitchen from the living 
and dining rooms,” says Corredor, who also made 
it easier to walk in and out of one area and into 
the other. “The views of the larger public space 
and the surrounding water are breathtaking.  

Opening it up changed everything.”
They clients can now see the kitchen from the 

living and dining areas, and at the same time, 
dwell in an airy and open space instead of feeling 
stuck in a dark enclosed series of rooms. In fact, 
the high-top bar stools that Corredor selected 
for the kitchen can be twirled around to use for 
watching TV in the living room.

The family room is a favorite 
gathering spot for the family, 
with a sectional from Luminaire 
accented by orange throw pillows 
from a Coconut Grove gallery. The 
Marta Salas painting I Was Here 
picks up the colors of the pillows. 
OPPOSITE TOP: The living room 
mixes color with the white shades 
of the furnishings. The sky blue 
rug is Tibetan wool and silk. The 
Huber coffee table has a square 
marble top. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: 
A serene, clean look was created 
for the dining room, with its 
Santambrogio Simplicity glass table 
and plush blue Melandra chairs by 
B&B Italia. The hanging lamp is all 
glass, while the mirror dazzles in an 
unexpected shape.



magazine.com 111



magazine.com112

In keeping with the theme of moving seamlessly from one room to 
the other, Corredor designed a subtle wall of glass in the living room 
along with lots of comfortable seating. This way, all family members feel 
at ease while relaxing, talking, or watching sporting events on the large 
flat screen television. “For this room, I wanted more open space, light 
and a supreme airy feeling,” she says. “With the glass design making a 
statement, it quickly became the star of the show.”

In the dining room, which is used frequently for entertaining the 
family and their many friends, the client wanted soft plush fabrics and 
chill tones to reflect the calming sea. Corredor used cool blues, aqua and 

yellow, along with a hanging glass lamp, all relating to the outdoor South 
Florida lifestyle.

To add texture and depth, Corredor custom created wood doors here, 
and in other areas of the home. They provide a nice contrast to the open 
Florida tropical feel. “I added character to the openness by using exotic 
cherry wood,” she says. “I repeated this throughout the home and it 
works well.”

Known for capturing the client’s vision while adding her own 
innovative twists, Corredor lightened the family room, giving it a 
contemporary and modern edge with colorful art and matching throw 

Exotic cherry wood doors open from the elevator landing. The custom 
console is by Baltus in the Miami Design District. The 48 x 48 mixed 
media canvas is a study in color that, according to Corredor, welcomes 
people into the inviting space. The lighting is spectacular: the first 
chandelier appears like a series of eyeglass lenses; the second looks 
like lighted tree branches. OPPOSITE TOP: In the guest bedroom, a 
custom-upholstered bed with blue throw pillows matches the sea. The 
work desk is glass and blends into the window area; the chair is white 
leather from Minotti. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: Another bedroom is done 
all in white and made cheerful with pops of color. 
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pillows on the sofas. She added a large beige leather 
ottoman as the center coffee table in the room. This 
round piece was punctuated with a bold-toned flowering 
plant atop. It effortlessly matches the pillows and colors 
of the contemporary canvas.

Corredor also gutted all of the bathrooms, resulting 
in a major redesign of the master. She jettisoned the 
whirlpool and created the dazzling illusion of a floating 
tub. From an area where there were two toilets, she 
eliminated one to make a grand rectangular shower, 
which became an overall showpiece. The master bath 
went from being just a functional water closet to a 
sophisticated spa-like space. “The client said I was 
‘delicious’ after seeing the change,” laughed Corredor, 
who emphasized that her clients love their part-time life 
in South Florida more each time they come down.

Even when the husband has to work from their 
Miami Beach digs, he is surrounded by tropical 
beauty. For instance, there are times when the master 
bedroom must double as the husband’s home office. 
The room had to be large enough to accommodate a 

working space for this purpose. So Corredor placed an 
appropriate table near the window and across from the 
king-size bed. “No blocking of the amazing water view 
was necessary,” she says. “I kept an open space with 
a lot of white so It functions well and the work space 
fits right in.” She repeated the bold modern art in the 
room as well as in the guest bedroom, which also has a 
workspace for the sons when they are home from school 
and need to study.

The designer is still happy and glowing with the 
results of her toil in this apartment. She gets a “spiritual 
feeling” when she walks inside. “It is so peaceful and 
serene, with subtle hints of explosive statements,” she 
says. “The entire space is open, yet anchored by the 
warmth of the exotic woods.” The client wrote Corredor 
a letter at the end of the project congratulating her on a 
job well done. She revealed that owning a Miami Beach 
home was her husband’s dream 30 years ago. “Now we 
have a quality perfect yet practical home,” she wrote to 
the designer. “You solved the challenges, and the end 
result far exceeds our expectations. We love it.” 

OPPOSITE AND THIS PAGE: Following the lead of the spare and open home, the spa-like bathrooms are modern and appointed with simple yet functional 
sinks, faucets, tubs and toilets. The white and beige minimalist decor with limited color promotes relaxation reminiscent of European and Asian spas.
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